
Worship – What God Desires 
Pastor James Pitts

Text: John 4:20-23 (ESV)        

Supporting Scriptures

I Chronicles 16:29 (ESV) 



John 4:20-24 (ESV)      

20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but 

you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will 

you worship the Father.



John 4:20-24 (ESV) (continued)    

22You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from 

the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is 

now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father is seeking such people to worship him.



John 4:20-24 (ESV) (continued)

24God is spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth.”



Worship – As defined by the Woman

Refers to voluntary and mandatory 

animal sacrifices required in Old 

Testament scripture  



Worship – As defined by Jesus 

Refers to the voluntary sacrifice made 

in the heart to deny the desires of the 

flesh to fulfill the will of the spirit



John 4:21 (TPT) 

“Believe me, dear woman, the time has 

come when you won’t worship the 

Father on a mountain nor in Jerusalem, 

but in your heart.



Spirit 

•Spirit used here does not refer to the Holy Spirit 

but to man’s spirit

• It’s the part of man that most resembles the 

image of his creator.

•The part of man which God’s divine Spirit engages 

and dwells 



Truth

•Does not refer to the truth of the Word but the 

truth of mans reality with respect to his view and 

feelings of God

• It refers to the genuineness in which mans 

expresses his worship of God



I Chronicles 16:29 (ESV) 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 

name; bring an offering and come 

before him! Worship the LORD in the 

splendor of holiness; 



I Peter 3:4 (ESV) 

but let your adorning be the hidden 

person of the heart with the 

imperishable beauty of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very 

precious.


